Hemophagocytic syndrome as an unusual form of presentation of tuberculosis in a hemodialysis patient: case report and review of the literature.
We present an unusual manifestation of tuberculosis in a patient on hemodialysis. A 73-year-old woman was admitted to our hospital with a picture of fever, dyspnea and weight loss. She had chronic renal failure and had started periodic hemodialysis 5 years before. Fifteen days after admission, she began with pancytopenia, abnormal liver function and coagulopathy. A bone marrow aspiration was made 1 week later showing macrophage elements with phagocytic activity. Eight weeks later, bone marrow culture in Lowenstein media confirmed the presence of tuberculosis. After the beginning of antituberculosis therapy, the laboratory disturbances disappeared and the clinical situation improved. We think that fever of unknown origin and pancytopenia in patients on maintenance hemodialysis must lead to an early bone marrow biopsy or aspiration since after the diagnosis a specific therapy can cure the disease.